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WORLD’S PEACE CONGRESS. 
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League Hall, Hew York, December 23d, 1870. 

Aaron M. Poweii, on behalf of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, presented the following list of OfHcers, who were 
unanimously elected : 

President, 

JULIA WAED HOWE, 

Boston, Mass. 



Vice Presidents, 



WiLiiiAM Cullen Bryant, 
Ltjcretia Mott, 

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, 
George W. Julian, 

Eaohel S. Howland, 

Prof. Thomas 0. Urham, 
Hon. Gerrit Smith, 

Frances D. Gage, 

Isabella Beecher Hooker, 
Eev. Abel Stevens, 

Peter Cooper, 

Hon. Eob: 



Eev. 0. B. Frothingham, 
Alfred H. Love, 

Judge J. W. Edmonds, 
Celia Burleigh, 
Charlotte B. Wilbour, 
Madame Demorest, 

Eev. Phebe A. HAN.iPORD, 
Jennie C. Croly, 

Amy Post, 

Eev. J. W. Chadwick, 
Mathilde F. Wendt, 
Dale Owen. 



Secretaries, 

Mary F. Davis, Anna Eice Powell, 

Frank B. Sanborn, Henry T. Child, M. D. 

Treasurer, 

Edward M. Davis, 

333 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 



4 



OPENING ADDEBSS OP MES. HOWE. 

Friends: — We are met together at this time for earnest and 
practical work. Our business is not merely to utter what we 
believe, but to devise measures for carrying our belief into action. 
I sufipose that among the questions to be brought up for discus- 
sion here, two are foremost. The one is whether we shall try to 
hold a Peace Congress early in the coming year; the other, 
whether we shall call the proposed assemblage a Woman’s 
Congress. I will say a few words as to the second question, as 
lying nearest to my thoughts in making a general appeal to my 
sex. One partiality may not be the remedy for another ; the 
action of one-half of the body politic as such would seem to ne- 
cessitate the action of the other half. Had Isaac blessed his two 
children together one might have answered for both ; but when he 
gave his blessing to Jacob, Esau could not but cry out : “A blessing 
for me too, my father!” 

The whole body politic is equally interested in the whole 
movement, but if the right foot has gone forward the left must 
also go forward before the whole body can assume its advanced 
station. We women have not been supposed to have anything to 
say about the world’s politics, domestic or international. War, 
bringing upon us and our children every calamity to which 
human society can be subject, is decreed and imposed ujion us by 
the other sex at will ; and we, the most nearly and dearly in- 
terested in the general morality and well-being of society, we, as 
women, have our protest to make against this rude ignoring of 
our claims and wishes. We have our plans to devise by which 
sympathy shall compensate antipathy in the balance of human 
affections, by which our good-will to men shall become so efficient 
as to produce the good-will of men toward each other. Huch as 
I desire, and widely as I have asked the co-operation of men in 
our women’s undertaking, I yet feel as if we, women were to take 
each other by the hand, to make available our special impulses 
and intuitions, and this must be done before we can, all of us, 
men and women, expect to present a plan which shall promise 
any wholeness in its operations. 

So I repeat my call and cry to women. Let it pierce through 
dirt and rags — let it pierce through velvet and cashmere. It is 
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the call of humanity. It says: “ Help others, and you help your- 
selves.” 

I have Iona: felt that the fluent nature of woman makes her a 
sympathetic medium for the circulation of truth. The want of 
this sympathetic aid has greatly retarded the progress of all the 
humanities. Socrates in his dungeon, Plato in his grove, taught 
the great secrets of sense and soul; hut they remain to this day 
matters of abstract thought, the delight of philosophy. Let 
the woman seize and bear about the prophetic word of the hour, 
and that word becomes flesh, and dwells among men. This rap- 
turous task of hope, this perpetual evangel of good news, is the 
woman’s special business, if she only knew it. 

Patience and passivity are sometimes in place for women— not 
always. I think of this when I go to women, intf^lligent and 
charming, who warn me off with white hands, unaccustomed to 
any graver labor than that of gesticulation. “Don’t ask me to 
work,” they say, “I cannot do it. God always raises up a set of 
people who can do these things, like the Anti-Slavery people, and 
they set to work to do them. “And then I want to say to these 
friends : “ Go'd can raise you up too, and I hope He will.” 

As for what one can or cannot do, remember that, active or 
passive, we must work to live. If we have not real labor we must 
have simulated exercise. If we have not real objects we must 
have fanciful caprices. A little less exertion than keeps us in the 
padded chair, would take us out of it, and send us to try whether 
nature has made any special exemption in our case, and whether 
the paralysis of our life need be traced further outward than our 
self-centered heart. 

One sad and striking feature in the correspondence evoked by 
this occasion is that many of those upon whom I call to help the 
Woman’s Peace Movement, while sending me letters of precious 
sympathy and counsel, plead the infirmities of advanced life as 
an excuse for not coming in person to our aid. 

Despairing of reaching the careless heart of the multitude, 
these friends of humanity have retired to the fastnesses of study 
and religion, waiting for the summons of Him, to whom a 
thousand years are as one day. As I read these glowing hearts, 
unchilled beneath their gray ashes, my own soul kindles with an 
earnest desire to catch and carry further the secret of their 
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divine enthusiasm. What testimony can our cause have to com- 
pare with this ? The counsel of age confirming the intuitions of 
youth — faith deepened and quickened by the experiences of a 
long life. All say, “The cause of Peace is most sacred, Christian 
and religious. We have labored for it all our lives. Women can 
do for it what we have not done. Labor for it and God will 
prosper you.” 

And I must respond : “Would that I had long ago knocked at 
those saintly doors, and sought that instruction for which the 
present leaves so little leisure.” And when I see the work to be 
done, and how much of it even these devoted lives have not com- 
passed, I cry, would that I were still young, as are many of you, 
would at least that I had followed the angel of my youth as 
gravely and steadfastly as he invited me; but the world taught, 
applauded in another direction, and I was at fault. But from 
this assembly a will might go forth, an earnest will, quick with 
love,, and heavy with meaning. And this will might say to our 
sisters all over the world, “trifle no more.” If women did not 
waste life in frivo-lity, men would not waste it in murder. For the 
tenderness of the one class is set by God to restrain the violence 
of the other. 

I have been invited to prepare and present to this meeting an 
address, which shall, if approved, go forth as a manifesto to all 
who shall be found willing to meet and consider with us the best 
measures for the world’s prompt and permanent pacification. 



ADDEESS TO THE WOMBU OF THE WOELD. 

The Woman’.s Peace Convention sends greeting to all, at home 
and abroad, who have the welfare of mankind at heart. It deems 
that to such the present moment, with its cruel and unremitting 
waste of human life and of human power, must be a time of sor- 
row and perplexity. The weight of this sorrow is so great, its 
voice so piercing, that we who meet here are called from our 
homes by nothing other than the necessity of answering it. For 
God’s providence perpetually calls upon us to decide whether 
things shall remain as they are, or whether we will have them, 
bettered. And we who feel ourselves thus questioned by the 
aspect of affairs are fain to say that we would have them far 
other than they are. 
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The war which is at present wasting two nationalities, which 
is crippling a whole generation, mnlcted in the costly tribute of 
its able-bodied men, cries out before high heaven for some supreme 
authority to stay its bloody progress. The governmOTtal theories 
of men and their diplomatic relations do not, in their view, allow 
them to attempt any efficient interference between the two belli- 
gerent parties. The men of the world are bound not to interrupt 
the fight. And now we women begin to see why God has left us 
out of government so long. . We are not subdivided by nationali- 
ty_we are not cramped by assumed .conditions. The men who 
have answered for our civic will, have not answered for our social 
and individual conscience. We are free on the one hand to unite, 
and we are bound on the other so to unite that our protest 
may make itself heard and felt in the presence of all men. 

While Mme. DeGasparin, in Switzerland, was penning her ap- 
peal for a general petition on the part of women of neutral 
countries against the continuance of the present war, the thought 
of a Congress of women, meeting for the first time to deliberate 
on the great interests and safeguards of humanity, had taken 
shape and utterance on this side of the Atlantic. Although 
plans were the results of sudden and irresistible impulse, they find 
their justification in reason and the logic of events. Women are 
non-combatants ; women are outside of diplomatic conventions ; 
women are the mothers of men. These three clauses furnish us 
with substantial ground for our own spontaneous action. A ever 
having enjoyed political rights, no party in power has any pre- 
text for dictating to us our political duties. We are at liberty to 
derive them directly from our religious faith and moral con- 
victions. These tell us that the present effusion of blood must be 
stayed, and stimulate our feminine ingenuity to devise means to 
compass what the skill of men has left unattained. 

In these very days the combatants themselves may be very 
naturally supposed to ask, “What do the mothers say about the 
war?” If they will listen they shall hear us say : “Disarm, in 
God’s name, Disarm ! ” We shall say, moreover, that this bitter 
custom of war has its source in the doctrine that there is one 
morality for man and another for woman. Women must be 
patient and forgiving; men may be savage and vindictive. Wo- 
men must be pitiful ; men must be pitiless. For women to fight 
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would be monstrous; for men not to fight would be shameful. 
Ihis unequal scale of morals disorganizes the world.' If it is 
wrong for women to fight, it is also wrong for men to fight. 
What IS folly for the one cannot be wisdom for the other The 
foi^iveness of injuries, the patient, peaceable vindication of right 
18 becoming to men and women alike, and the contrary is alike 
unbecoming to both. ’’ 

We who send forth this address are not ignorant of the endea- 
vor of thoughtful and excellent men to eifect the substitution of 
peaceable arbitration for the forcible settlement of international 
difficulties. Nor do we overlook the fact of our own unprepared- 
ness to cope with the legal and political difficulties of this grave 
matter. Tet the needs of the hour so imperatively call for inter- 
ference and remedy, that we, who have taken heed of this call 
cannot rest until some alleviation of present evils shall have been 
sought and tried, until the question, “ What is my duty to mv 

neighbor?” shall have received such attention as the world is able 
to give it. 

The men who have sought to remedy these evils have relied in 
great pa,rt on the instrumentalities of literature. These are un- 
doubtedly valuable and, to a certain degree, efficient. Eut armies 
0 not study belles lettres. The grandest treatises will not stop 
the effusion of blood. In an hour like the present, the living will 
and the living action must be brought to bear upon the issues of 

We women, therefore, and men who support the independent 
action of women, implore those able to plan and devise that some 
practical measures may be initiated at once for the relief of the 
present distress and the prevention of its recurrence. We have 
studied m some measure the good words which have been writ 
ten and spoken on this question. We find the conscience and in- 
telligence of mankind determined against the violent redress of 
wrong or pursuit of advantage. We find the interests of the 
masses and their instincts equally on the side of peace. We find 
the ambition of rulers ever busied in blinding and misleading this 
instinct. We find the fatal trade and profession of murder adfrned 
with the prestige of rank and false glory. From the horrible real 
of the moment we glance at the serene ideal which the lovers of 
peace have set above the chasms of society. We ask whether one 
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of these is powerless to help the other ; and as our faith does not 
allow us to believe that it is, we ask that all who share this faith 
shall aid, after their own manner, in the common end of bringing 
the affairs of nations to as purely moral a settlement as is employed 
in the affairs of individuals. Wo demand that something shall be 
done at once to stop the present war, and to impress its terrible 
lessons upon the future rule of conduct of mankind. 

The attitude of Germany in the present contest shows how 
much remains for civilization to do in the intercourse of one 
nation with another. The barbarous construction which allows 
a defensive campaign to waste and devastate at pleasure, and 
without limit, the country which it makes hostile, is worthy of 
medieval darkness. The formulas, “Vengeance as a duty,” 
lately uttered by the professors and students of Gotting- 
en, is a leap back toward the ferocious dominion of the beast. 
Not by such sayings does a country show its superior culture. 
Not by such deeds does it advance its rank among civilized 
nations. Jewish prophets knew better than this. It is a pity if 
Christian Protestants do not. This utterance must not be allowed 
to stand as one of the devices on the crest of the Nineteenth 
Century. The Germans of free America have enjoyed civil and 
religious liberty to little purpose if they know not how to rebuke 
it. 

To our friends in Europe and America we shall say: Dear 
brothers and sisters, whose faces we know not, but whose human 
hearts we know, we American women invite you to unite with 
us in one great act of Christian fellowship and hospitality. We 
open our Continent to your exiles and wanderers ; open yours to 
our thoughts and sympathies. Let us hold in Europe, this very 
Spring, a general festival of communion and' good will, whose 
basis shall be that of absolute humanity, of absolute Christianity. 
Let there be, not in imagination, but in earnest, a wide communion 
and interchange of thought and opinion between men and women 
of all tortunes and degrees in which the wants, the rights, and the 
duties of human beings shall receive the most liberal and practi- 
cal discussion. Let the Bible in these deliberations appear as the 
Book of Freedom. Let this gradual diffusion of good-will lay the 
foundation for a mode of action and legislation which shall place 
the remedy of all wrongs, individual and national, on a higher 
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of a Congress of Hations, which should have authority, either di- 
rectly or by some tribunal constituted for that purpose, to settle 
all differences between the nations composing the Congress. 
Another method is the resort to arbitration. It is not only the 
right, but the duty of woman to speak on this great question. 
The deep interest which she necessarily feels in the welfare of sons, 
brothers and husbands, — saying nothing of the claims of our com- 
mon humanity upon her, imposes the duty of speech and of action. 
The prejudices which for ages have stood in the way of the in- 
fluence to which woman is entitled are passing away. 

Mrs. Upham, says ; I cannot forbear to add to my husband’s 
letter to you, an expression of my deej) interest in the proposed 
Woman’s world- wide Peace Convention, thus echoing the song of 
the angels, “Peace on earth, good-will, to man.” It seems to me 
that the women of all lands would gladly, and with all their 
hearts, send up a united petition to the fathers, husbands and 
sons, to devise, if possible, some other method of settling national 
disturbances, than a resort to so horrible a method as bloody war. 

Hon. Elihu Burritt, says : I feel a deep interest in the great 
cause you are laboring to promote, and in the means you are 
adopting to advance it. I made it a prominent effort in my own 
labors for the cause, to enlist the women of Great Britain and 
this and other countries in the work of promoting permanent and 
universal peace. 

If a Congress of cultivated and intelligent, as well as benevolent 
ladies could be convened in London, to express their abhorrence 
of war, root and branch, it would be a new and noble voice which 
the world would listen to with good effect. 

Eev. Abel Stevens, LL. D., says : I have followed your pro- 
ceedings thus far, as reported, with hopeful interest. Women 
never took in hand a more befitting work. I have long believed 
it also to be a possible one. 

Tou have not begun one hour too soon. You will need all 
possible energy and speed not to lose the best opportunity. 

For all great refoi’ms there must be a preparatory public senti- 
ment. The women of Christendom can create such a. sentiment, 
and give it overwhelming moral power, if they will immediately 
and generally combine for the purpose. Your own brave and 
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persistent endeavors have given me assurance that they shall not 
fail. 

Hon. Peter Cooper, of Hew York, says : I write to say I shall 
he glad if ray name can exert one particle of influence in aid of an 
interest of such unsurpassed and world-wide importance. 

I am glad to know that the women of our country have under- 
taken so glorious a work. 

I would gladly encourage the ladies in a course of efforts to bring 
to an end the long established claim of might over right, by which 
untold millions have been slaughtered in every age of the world. 

I hope that the efforts of the ladies may tend to bring “ Peace 
on earth, and good-will to men.” 

Samuel J. May, of Ithaca, H. T., says : I hope and pray that 
you and your fellow laborers may be abundantly successful in 
rousing the women of our country, and of other nations to a con- 
sciousness of their responsibility for the continuance of the horrid 
custom of war, and lead them to unite in determined persistent 
efforts to procure its abolition. 

There are already many excellent men, who will heartily co- 
operate with you — and the number of such will he continually 
increasing, when it shall be seen that something is really being 
done to effect the removal of this terrible evil from the earth. 

There could not be a more opportune moment than the present 
for your truly Christian undertaking — for there seems to be a 
very general condemnation of the war which is now desolating 
two of the fairest countries of Europe. 

A. J. Grover, of Earlville, 111., says ; The movement which you 
have inaugurated is the most important one ever launched in all 
the history of the world. A Congress of Hations ! The dis- 
armament of Hations! The final and complete destruction of all 
war and all instruments of warfare would do more for man than 
all other reforms successfully consummated, which have been pro- 
jected since the Christian era. Who shall say that such a glori- 
ous achievement is impossible ? Its conception by noble men and 
women, the inspiration to action which it quickened into life, its 
universal necessity and beneficence to all men, are the glorious 
and certain prophesies of its triumph. May it succeed beyond 
all your hopes, and soon cover the whole earth with the immortal 
fruits of Peace and good-will to men. 
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'Gerrit Smith, of Peterboro, H.Y., says : Your meeting, my dear 
madam, is called for, not by mere expediency, but by absolute 
necessity. War must be stopped, or the human family sink down 
into brutality and barbarism. Again, your meeting is a necessity, 
because since men will not stop war, women must stop it. 

War must be stopped ! — for human beings were not made to be 
devils and destroyers of one another. They are the children of 
God, and are made to be saviours of each other. Earth was not 
made to be drenched with human gore. It was not made to be 
the hell which war makes it. It was made to be a paradise and 
the stepping-stone to Heaven. It was made to be the theatre of 
a universal loving fellowship. Jdore than this, all humanity, in- 
cluding the whole variety of human races, is but a unit, and each 
•of us but a fraction of that unit. But how different from this 
teaching is the lesson of war, which makes the mutual destruction 
of nations to be the matchless glory of mankind ! 

Men will notput an end to war. They are too quick to hate 
and too slow to love to consent to be bound up together in the 
bonds of universal peace. They are wrongly educated, and are 
prevented from their natural goodness by reason of their having 
shut woman out of their public councils, and out of participation 
in public affairs. Men and women have both suffered greatly 
from this separation : — -men most, because they have enforced it : 
women least because they have not been responsible for it. 

Go on then in this work of love, and be cheered by the assur- 
ance that millions of men are helping you, and, above all, that 
'God helps you. 

Harriet B. Stowe, says ; I trust you will appreciate my 
-sympathy, and my desire and determination to advance the cause 
you seek so far as I can. 

Eranoes D. Gage, says: If my name will add the strength of 
the finest spider’s web to the glorious cordon of peace that you 
are endeavouring to manufacture for the saving of the nations, in 
the name of all that is holy,“just and wise, use it. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Smith Miller, Geneva, Switzerland, says: 
How cheering this meeting will be to the women in Europe, who 
.are struggling for the same end. 

Hev. William H. Furness, of Philadelphia, says: Let the 
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peace lovers labor for the establishment of a Supreme Court to 
which all differences between nations shall be referred for settle- 
ment. Would not the great dignity of such a high office elevate 
the men who should be chosen to fill it, above a blind patriotism, 
and inspire them with a supreme sense of justice? 

Robert Dale Owen, of New Harmony, Ind., says : In better 
cause than this, name cannot he given ; nor to better hands than 
those of your sex can the sacred interests of peace be entrusted. 
Ever since the day when the Sabine matrons, forgetting their 
wrongs, and rushing between two hostile armies, shamed them 
into amity, and long before, men have been the war instigators 
and women the peacemakers of the world. Now that women are 
awaking to their power, and are about to obtain the influence 
which ought always to have been theirs, in public as in private 
affairs, their concerted action in this matter must be influential, 
and may in the end, be decisive. 

Letters were read from many absent friends — J ohn Stuart Mill, 
Madame DeGasparin, Eev. Henry Ward Beecher, Eev. J. W. 
Chadwick, Eev. J. B. Harrison, Judge Edmonds, Mrs. Amy Post, 
and many other valued friends. 

We have room only for extracts from the able addresses which 

were given. 

REY. O. B. EEOTHINGHAM, said: 

I feel a little out of place in this meeting. This is woman’s 

Pour woman’s call — woman’s cause — as woman — as mother as 

.s^ife—as sister— as lover of humanity— as the aspirer after the 
kingdom of Heaven,— it is woman’s mission to take up this great 
movement in favor of peace, and it has been beautiful this morn- 
ing to hear these words from noble women of various professions 
in response to the blessed dream of peace. The call is made con- 
stantly for something practical. Ah friends, the practical thing 
that we need is faith, not organization nor administration, so 
much as that spirit of brotherly love, of aspiration that shall raise 
up all these organizations and set them together. 

There is a fatal inconsistency not only in men but in women— 
between their professions and their practices, and until that in- 
consistency can be overcome we shall never make the least step 
in any practical direction towards pacifloation, either public or 
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prh ate. Dr. Franklin said, that in his judgment there never was 
a good war or a bad peace. When peace was declared he wished 
to insert a clause which would have gone far to have secured the 
pacification of the world. 

Voltaire in his matchless rhetoric advocates peace, and yet 
says, “War is an inevitable scourge.” No war is ever inevitable, 
unless ignorance, stupidity and brutality are inevitable. 

Let it be once understood that the inevitable thing is know- 
ledge, is reason, is science, is brotherly kindness, is faith in 
principle, is love of justice, is hope for better things. 

Let it once be understood, as it ought to be understood of men 
and women by this time, that these are inevitable, and this de- 
claration of Voltaire, that vengeance, and war, and want are 
inevitable, will not be accepted. It has been asserted that we 
get many things from war that peace could not have given us. 

I think not. 

War IS said to educate heroes ; not so, the education of heroes 
is the result of peace. A military hero is never worth what he 
costs in lives, in blighted fields, in desolated homes. Genuine 
heroism will come out in Heaven’s name, not in hell’s. 

^ That man is a true hero who lifts the world to a higher con- 
dition. Peace has her victories no less than war. The world is 
large enough for all the conflicts of mind. Her mountains must 
be tunneled, her rivers must be bridged, her marshes drained. 
Is there not enough to do to make this old hard globe of ours fit 
for man to live upon ? Have we discovered every thing ? 

We can dispense with that heroism that destroys mankind. 
This is no time for masculine prowess, but for the eloquence of 
woman. I know we are called dreamers, but it is a heavenly 
dream that we cherish ; a dream of a better day. The ideals of 
the kingdom of heaven, and of all great and good things are 
dreams at first. Dreams for generations. 

Mrs. Howe announced that several societies were represented 
on this occasion. She introduced Mrs. Wileour, President of 
the New York Sorosis, who read an address, from which we 
extract the following : — 

o 

The unity of Law and Gospel is not, and never has been ; men 
and women turn instinctively to one and forsake the other. 
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V 

In the formation of States, Kingdoms arid Empires men have 
built upon law — while woman has as steadily held to gospel. 
Through the tender interpretation of woman’s acts the sweet 
gospel of “Peace on earth and good-will to men” has been preached 
amid the deadliest conflicts, and on the bloodiest battle-fields, 
and I, a woman, come to you to-day, bowing low to the architect 
of State. 

The Apotheosis of the Prince of Peace has made its advent 
slowly and partially, for only here and there in select hearts are 
the high virtues that can answer his, or the ripe deeds of that 
severe wholeness which is the best expression of his faith. To a 
brain and heart trained by love for fellowship with all of its 
kind, how full of blessed meanings is that word. Peace. 

But what is there for a woman’s soul to delight in in that word 
Conqueror, when she knows that death and desolation are his 
weapons. 

He comes upon a land of Peace and toil where humble hearths 
are centres of household love and innocent delight, where the 
spade and the hoe are glorious weapons in the hands of gallant 
hearted workers, warring on want, and winning bloodless victo- 
ries, where laughing girls cheer the glad reapers in the yellow 
fields, and leaping babes shout to welcome home the hard brown 
sire who grows glad and sun-bright in the greeting. 

The Hero I exalt to day was not born to win the admiration 
of the stormy passions. He bore no weapons to his commissioned 
work, yet he was armed with a divine sword, against whose edge 
no keen nor solid weapons could avail. The sword of Truth 
which is the spirit of God. 

He was a conqueror, but his victories were Peace. He won 
opposing realms but gave, not took, the price of triumph. If he 
is now to human apprehension the noblest being that has borne 
the burden of humanity, it is for deeds, and words, and inexpres- 
sible thoughts that have made his life the great example of 
brotherhood with all who bear the human form. It is in the very 
beatitude of his divine inspirations that his grandest utterance 
was “Blessed are the Peace-makers, they shall be called the chil- 
dren of God.” Let us demand of all races, nations and peoples 
under the sun that they shall embody in their individual and 
national acts some recognition of their ideal manhood, and by 
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that unlearn the lesson of revenge, and learn compliance with 
that divine injunction uttered even when men were nearer 
savage attributes than now, “Come, let us reason together.” 

Mrs. Jennie C. Croly, Secretary of the Sorosis, read these 
Resolutions, which had been adopted by their meeting. 

Resolved, That a war of subjugation is a high crime against 
Heaven, and against the broad spirit of human brotherhood 
which should characterize the conduct of nations as well as indi- 
viduals. 

Resolved, That successful coercion on the part of a great nation 
does incalculable mischief; not only in the injuries and humiliation 
inflicted upon a sister power, but in the necessity which it creates 
for all nations to neglect the arts of peace for those of war, to 
erect great standing armies, and remain, to their great loss and 
detriment, in a perpetual state of defence against possible attack 
from a stronger neighbor. 

Resolved, That it is time for women to strip war of its senti- 
mental and glorified respect, and look at it as it is, as wholesale 
murder and butchery, generally begun to gratify the passions of 
reckless and ambitious men, and destructive to the welfare of 
nations, to the comfort and unity of families, to trade to 
commerce, to art, and all the industries which make a people 
great, prosperous and happy. ^ ^ 

Resolved, That it is the millions of women and children left by 
this and every other devastating war, helpless and starving who 
are the greatest sufferers ; and that, therefore, it is peculiarlV the 
province of women to plead in a matter in which their interests 
in common with those of the whole human race, are deenlv 
involved. ^ ^ 

Mrs. Celia Burleigh, President of the Brooklyn Woman’s 
Club, said: Yery reluctant should I be to believe that we have 
learned nothing from the grim teachers of the past; that the 
same hard lessons are to be repeated from age to age; that 
through blood and fire and heart-break and despair, we are to 
struggle on to the end. As I believe in human progress and the 
beneficence of God, I must believe quite otherwise ; and I hail 
this movement in behalf of peace as the dawn of a better day, 
an indicatfon that women, the reserve corps of humanity, are 
awakening to the fact that they have something to do besides 
being lookers-on at battle-fields, or even nurses in hospitals. That 
from weeping together, Eachel-like, over their dead, they have 



19 



come into relations so sympathetic and helpful, that henceforth 
they can act together for the good of the race. They can no 
longer remain silent ; they feel that from the women of the whole 
civilized world should come such a protest against the wholesale 
destruction of human life, such an appeal from the barbarism of 
war, as the men of the world will be compelled to respect ; that 
the inventive genius of the race should no longer be the bond 
slave of the Angel of Death ; that after eighteen hundred years 
the religion which we profess — a religion inaugurated by the 
Prince of Peace — should begin to crystalize into an international 
■code, that it should bless humanity with the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness, and establish the reign of justice and love. 

Eev. Phebb a. Hanapord, of New Haven, Conn., read an 
eloquent address. 

Alfred H. Love, of Philadelphia, President of the Universal 
Peace Union, said Good Friends: I sincerely rejoice in this 
Woman’s movement. Woman is to speak — and to speak for 
Peace ! 

When I repeat, “Honor thy father and thy mother,” I mean the 
full measure of honor. Too long have men insulted this noble 
injunction. 

Mothers of our race ! you give us birth, cradle us with care ; 
lead us to school ; teach us not to lie, nor to steal, not to injure, 
not to maim, and not to kill, and yet, at the age of eighteen, by 
the decision of Judge Blatchford of this city, the boy becomes 
the property of the state in time of war, and can be conscripted by 
the man-made law to engage in war and ignore a mother’s home 
tuition, by lying, stealing, injuring, maiming and killing — crimes 
sanctioned in the ritual of war. And yet men turn their backs 
upon women and say. We are better than you; we can vote. 

Oh ! it is high time that she who has taught the lessons of 
wisdom, who has made home the ideal of peace, who has been 
“faithful over a few things” shall he made “ruler over many 
things.” We ask, can there not be disarmament and arbitration ? 

Men be'wildered with the maddening effects of their own folly, 
have tried the war system for thousands of years. Let woman’s 
appeal be heard ! Declare it that when in the light and ex- 
perience and emancipation of the age, you become convinced that 

* 
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deadly force is wrong and detrimental to the best interests of 
mankind, it is your right, as it is your duty to use every moral 
means to remove the monstrous iniquity, and to be no longer 
partners in the crime. 

Women of America ! Women of eveiy nation! to the rescue! 
There is a better way. “Balance of power” arguments need not 
confound us. I have seen the scales balance without a weight 
in either side. How easy ! Let nations disarm, take from out the 
scales at each end of the beam, the weight of wickedness and 
blood, and let the “balance of power” be moral weight. You 
who do not tight can yet poise the nations with a higher and 
nobler civilization. 

Mrs. Cora Ji. V. Tappan said: We have listened to earnest 
words from woman, in behalf of peace. Permit me to read some 
words from Yictor Hugo, President of the Peace Congress of 
1849 : 

“ A day will come when you. Prance — ^you, Itussia — you, Italy — 
you, England— you, Germany,— all you nations of the Continent, 
shall, without losing your distinguished qualities, and your glo- 
rious independence, blend in higher unity, and form a European 
Fraternity even as Yormandj^, Brittany, Burgundy, Lorraine, and 
Alsace, — all the French Provinces, have formed France ; a day 
will come when war shall seem as absurd between Paris and 
London, between St. Petersburg and Berlin, as between Rouen and 
Amiens, and bombs shall be replaced by ballots, by universal 
sufifage of the people, by the sacred arbitrament of a great Sove- 
reign Senate, which shall be what the Parliament is to England, 
the Diet to Germany, and the Legislative Assembly to France. 

A day will come when cannon shall be exhibited in our Museums 
as an instrument of torture now is, and men shall marvel that 
such things could be. A day will come when shall be seen those 
two immense groups, the United States of America and the 
United States of Europe, in the face of each other, exchanging 
their proAicts, their arts, their genius, clearing the earth, colo- 
nizing deserts, and ameliorating the creation under the eye of 
the Creator.” 

These are the words of a poet and orator; this is what he feels 
now, when war is upon his own land. We are seeking to lay 
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the foundations of a permanent peace. We are calling upon the 
nations of the earth to put an, end to war, and seeking to show 
them that there is a better way to settle international disputes; 
that with nations, as with individuals, it is not necessaiy to re- 
sort to physical force. 

We want to prove to nations that there is a power in peace; 
that disarmament and arbitration are safer and better than war. 

Ltjcretia Mott said : She would repeat that we must not give 
all the credit to women ; they have been as ready to furnish 
their little boys with warlike toys, swords and drums, as the men 
had. We must advocate the great principle of peace on earth 
and good will to men irrespective of sex. It is true that men 
have been thrpwn into the battle-field, and women have heen ex- 
empted by reason of sex. That it would seem we have heen 
more effective, hut I think we shall find that there will be men 
equal with women, and women equal with men. Let us have no 
pride of sex, and, above all, in all our woman’s rights labor, I 
always wish us to remember that “self-praise goes but little ways.” 
I don’t want that we, as women, should claim too much. 

I hope we shall make no abatement in our testimony against 
war under all circumstances, not even in self-defence. Let us 
have a clear and distinct testimony; war is barbarism. We 
should plant ourselves upon the great eternal principles of peace, 
and never swerve from these. 

Henry T. Child said : This is woman’s hour, and we need 
her aid, her earnest appeals to show the world that there is a 
better way ; that arbitration before, and not after battle is wiser, 
and that all that is needed is that men shall determine that this 
shall be; that rulers and despots shall no longer embroil the 
people, the hard-handed workingmen, in deadly conflict. 

Woman, true to her mission, inspintd by her great love of hu- 
manity, must enter upon this work and carry it forward to a 
righteous consummation, and all good and true men, lovers of 
their kind, will bid them God-speed in this great and noble 
work. 
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^benr«0 ^essiotr. 

[ADDRESS OP DAVID DUDLEY FIELD, ESQ. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, — The object of this meeting has been 
so well explained by the lady who so intelligently presides, that 
scarcely anything need be said in respect to it. We know very 
well what it is not, and we know what it is. It is a meeting to 
promote peace by the influence of woman. That, I believe, is its 
object, and its sole object. Let us look, then, at the end and at 
the means. The end is peace, not war — peace among the na- 
tions of the earth. Is it possible ? Let us see. That peace can 
be secured at all events, and at all times, and under all circum- 
stances, I am not one to maintain ; because, in the ju’esent age 
of the world, wo may not have arrived at the stage when such 
things can be done. I will show you how I think we are gradu- 
ally tending to that end, though we may not yet have arrived 
at it. I believe that war, at some time, and under some 
circumstances, is a necessity ; but that is no answer to the argu- 
ment, nor any objection to the course which our friends are 
taking here to-night. Peace is the ultimate end. Peace I think 
will be obtained. Wo have now arrived at a stage when we can 
introduce a great remedy for war ; and let me show why and 
how we have arrived at that. In the earlier ages of the world 
each man redressed his own injuries. War between man and 
man was then the law of the state. And even so late as the 
Jewish economy we know that the law of retaliation prevailed, 
and that cities of refuge were established in order to prevent the 
manslayer from avenging the blood of his relations. Society, in 
its progress, put an end to war between man and man, because 
it provided a tribunal which should decide all questions, and 
should avenge the blood of any one who was slain. Next in.the 
progress of civilization came the war between family and family, 
such as existed in the last age in Scotland between clan and 
clan — for a clan is nothing but a family. Next came — for that was 
put down in the same way — a higher power, created to keep 
peace between the clans and to forbid private war, or war between 
them. Next came the tribes j and then there was war between 
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them to right themselves and to avenge their wrongs, and that 
was ended in the same way. We do not allow war between the 
Indian tribes in our own country, though their habits and their 
theories would lead them into it. Next after that came the wars 
between princes, such as we have seen in Germany, such as 
lasted in Germany up to the last age ; independent princes, each 
seeking to avenge his own wrongs or to obtain his rights by 
means of war upon another prince or another principality. That 
mode of redress was in due time put an end to by a superior 
power, by the unity of the princes, and by the establishment of 
a common authority over them, and that was ended. Next came 
the war of nations, and nations are still warring against each 
other. Now, the lesson that we are to learn is this — the lesson 
which history teaches : that what we are to seek is a common 
authority to decide disputes between them. That being accom- 
plished, we produce the peace : that is to say, we make it just as 
impossible or just as difficult to have a war between two nations 
as it is now to have a war between two principalities in Ger- 
many, between two tribes on our North American plains, or be- 
tween two clans in Scotland. Is that possible ? Is it a mere 
chimera? Is it a dream of a few men and women that there can 
be such a thing as a tribunal to settle disputes between nation 
and nation? We may not be able absolutely to prevent war, 
but can we by any means create a council, a board of arbitration, 
a supreme court to settle the disputes between nations? If we 
can, we can produce peace between the nations of the world pre- 
cisely as we produce peace between the States of the American 
Union. Above all other lessons, I think America has taught 
that great cities or communities cannot be coerced by a power 
above them. Most of us look on Europe as a far-off land, and 
we do not think our system is applicable to that. Here is the 
State of New York, a commonwealth mightier than Holland in 
its palmiest days. When Holland was the mistress of the sea, 
and burned the English fleet in the Thames, she had not the 
power and wealth of this imperial State of New York, in which 
we live so peacefully, and in which we are so protected by the 
common authority of the Union. Holland, Portugal, and that 
little State in Iberia, which formerly stretched its hand across 
the Atlantic, and colonized the Indies, that kingdom is smaller than 



24 



the State of Pennsylvania. There are four or five States larger 
than Denmark. Now, if JSTew York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
Illinois, can be subjected, as they are, to the control of the nine 
gentlemen who sit day after day in their robes at Washington, 
why, in the name of common sense, cannot Portugal, Holland,' 
Denmark, and Greece, be subjugated in the same way? There 
can be no reason, unless you suppose that the American is much 
more docile and easier to govern than the Portuguese, or the 
Dutch, or the Dane. We think the Americans are very inde- 
pendent, are less likely to be controlled than any of the Euro- 
peans. Then, if you can control these States, why not control lar- 
ger ones ? What are our States to be eventually, which these nine 
gentlemen, or their successors for all time, are to control ? Not 
merely New York as it exists in 1870, but as it will be in 1900— 
Texas in 1950 and California, that magnificent State that looks 
out upon the Pacific, larger than three or four of Hew York. 
These mighty States will be just as easily controlled in that way 
as they are now. It ajjpears to me that the problem is now 
solved. I do not mean to say that such a confederation as we . 
have in this country is probable for Europe soon. I mean to say 
that I think it possible. I mean rather to say that I think it is 
the subject of earnest and patient reflection and study, not alone 
of the most thoughtful minds in Europe, but of America also. 

I think it is very likely to come. I know there are at this mo- 
ment many men in England who are looking for that day. We 
know it is possible, for we have had such councils before. We 
had a High Court under the Articles of Confederation; we had 
a system of High Court. It was that when two States should 
disagree, Congress should select three persons from each State, 
and that the names of these should be stricken off till they were 
thirteen, and then they were to be reduced to seven or nine. 
You will find in the debates of the old Congress, under the Fede- 
ration, it states, very quietly, one day, that the decision from 
the Council came in, settling a dispute between two of the States. 
Therefore, I must insist that the scheme of peace— peace between 
the nations — through the means of a court of arbitration, is not 
the dream of enthusiasts, but that it is something possibl’e to be 
realized— something which we can have after the model of our 
own nation, under which we, as a practical people, live this day. 
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What shall we say of the women whose education gives them 
place in society ? Why should they not exert their influence ? 
Why have they not a right to be heard on the subject of war 
and the means of putting an end to it? Then if women may 
properly interfere, may they not invite the co-operation of other 
women, for that I take to be the whole question. It is altogether 
a question of co-operation, and therefore that the end which this 
meeting proposes to attain, or to help to attain, is a reasonable 
one, and one which ought to meet with universal favor. The 
next question is the means to obtain it — the influence of woman, 
as proposed by this society. Why should we not have the influ- 
ence of woman ? If man only suffered the calamities of war, it 
might well be said that woman had nothing to do with it ; but 
since, unluckily, if is not the man alone, nor man the most, but 
women and children, that suffer most, surely it is the right, it is 
the duty of woman to do what she can in her own sphere, by 
her own proper eflbrts, to prevent war. 

On motion of Aaron M. Pow^ell, it was 

JResolved, That the officers of this meeting are hereby consti- 
tuted a Committee of Correspondence and Arrangements, to 
correspond with individuals and societies in this country and in 
Europe, in behalf of International Peace, and to arrange for an 
American representation in such Congress or Conference as may 
hereafter assemble in London or elsewhere, to promote the pacifi- 
cation of the world. 

Aaron M. Poweul said : This meeting has assembled, as our 
friend said, for a specific object. Its object is peace. We pro- 
pose to take in the whole human family, irrespective of nation- 
ality, on the platform of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. I 
am therefore interested in this question because I believe it is 
fundamentally right — because I have faith in human nature. 
Whenever we see that an object is right, and ought to be at- 
tained by the potency of truth, be assured that we shall by and 
by control the machinery which shall make it possible to realize 
our demands. We are preparing the way for that arbitration 
which will by-and-by be possible. 

In the presence of sgch suffering as the present war is causing, 
there ought not to be the easy, conscienceless indifference which 
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forth to these battle-fields, claimed our sympathies as well as 
those who went from our own homes. 

We cannot be idle when the cry of suffering soldiers comes to 
us. We cannot remain in our comfortable homes and do nothing 
when the cry of the women and children, who are still greater 
sufierers in that terrible agony, comes to us. It seems to me 
that it is time that the mothers of the world, the women of the 
United States, of England, and other countries, should make an 
effort to abolish from the earth that terrible scourge which we 
call war. Our brothers have called Peace Congresses, with ob- 
jects similar to curs ; deliberative bodies, people from all nations, 
meeting for the purpose of comparing views in reference'to the 
ways and means by which this great evil can be abolished from 
the face of the earlh. 

There have been numerous peacemakers at various times. W e 
have not forgotten Octavia, who succeeded in causing arbitra- 
tion and pacification betw'een her husband and her brother. 
Why should not other Octavias rise to-day and raise their 
right hand, lift up their voices, and send forth their thoughts of 
love for the sake of preventing bloody contests between their 
husbands and their brothers— for are we not all members- of one 
family? Are not all men our brothers? Are not all women 
our sisters ? 

Let us form this Congress. Let us put forth an early call. In the 
year 1826 there was a Peace Congi-ess called to meet at Panama, 
which had but one session. If the delegates had been able to 
reach it, no doubt much good would have been accomplished in 
the way of bringing peace on earth and good-will among men. 
We are not acting in an anomalous manner; we are not doing 
something that has not been done. To be sure, it is new in this 
respect, that women take the initiative, but we are not doing as 
our brothers have done, who refused delegates because they were 
women. 

Let me assure you, brothers, that we shall not retort upon you.. 
We simply take the initiative in this movement, but we invite 
the co-operation of men of every nation and every clime. We 
wish to have them sit with us, and take part in these solemn 
deliberations. We wish to have them join with us in this “feast 
of love.” We hope this festival of peace will be held before many 
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months have rolled away. Men and women will then and there 
o the work, put forth the sentiments, which will tend to create 
that public opinion which will really bring the beginning of the 
era ot peace. I will assure our legal friend, who has done us 
sue good service, that we do not expect at once to change the 
world and reform mankind. We hope, however, that when this 
Congress shall assemble, there will be a united voice, of men of 
women, that will go forth to the very corners of the earth, that 
shall rouse all in whom the spark of divinity is living, to this 
benign work, this beautiful thought, to the grand idea, of the 
era ot jJeace. It has been said that woman should take no part 
m public atfairs because she cannot go to war. My friends if 
there is a class of people in the world whose instincts and intui- 
tions unfit them for war, this class should be called into public 
action; this class should not be kept in sileiice, but should be 
placed among the foremost in the aflTairs of men. This class is 
women. Let us join hands, then, with each other, and go for- 
ward in the hope that ere long the angels will renew the blessed 
■song, “ On earth peace, good will toward men.” 



Dr.Henuy T. Child said: Peace is a great humanitarian 
movement ; it knows no sex, or sect, or clime, but, like the breath 
of God, comes to all the children of men with blessings. 

his IS woman’s hour, and it is well that they should go for- 
ward and present this matter to the world. I do not agree with 
Mr. Purritt, that woman should act alone in these meetings and 
in the Great Congress which is to be called. Let us each and all 
unite to help on this great cause, and as we go to our several 
homes, let us resolve to be missionaries of peace. Mr Powell 
has said every word uttered in favor of peace from the depths of 
the human soul, will go forth in the field of mind and influence 
humanity. We read that “words fitly spoken are as apples of 
gold in pictures of silver.” Let each one of us then endeavor to 
send forth such words that shall touch the heart of humanity 
i would that every human being on the face of the earth could 
utter, with deep soul feeling, the noble words of our President— 
■“Let us have peace.” 
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MKS. HOWE’S CLOSING EBMAEKS. 

This our Convention is held at a season of the year which 
especially brings to mind the first gift of Europe to America, the 
parental gift of life. Forefathers’ Day is becoming the festival 
of a continent. From the Atlantic to the Pacific its deep ances- 
tral memories are preserved, its noble traditions appealed to. 
The black on Southern plantations will now remember that 
freedom for him first stirred in New England veins. But while 
I gladly accord to the Fathers the deserved honor of their day, 
I wish that the Mothers also may have a day. If the women of 
America could return to the elder continent its gifts of character 
and conscience, with the added interest of democratic experience, 
they, too, might deserve a record. The day when a deputation, 
charged with this precious gift, should reach the shores of Eu- 
rope, might be remembered as Foremothers’ Day. And as our 
Fathers separated American from European society by a revo- 
lutionary war, we women might forcibly and tenderly redrnit 
the bond between the two continents by a revolutionary peace. 

Perhaps our friend here will give his professional aid to the 
women who are trying to help mankind. His brother has added 
to the body of the nations a nerve, an artery that makes of 
Europe and America twins indissolubly joined. But that mighty 
bond of law which makes justice universal, must hold us in yet 
closer community of life and action. Closer and closer let it 
draw its charmed girdle around the jarring world, uplifting the 
nations to that regard for right which shall make each zealous 
for all, the strongest sensitive for the weakest, the weakest con- 
fident in the strongest. Thus shall the lion lie down with the 
lamb, and, in the figure of the Christmas babe, a little child shall 
lead them. 
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PUTTIN-G DOWN MUEDER 



AN APPEAL TO WOMANHOOD THROUGHOUT ' THE WORLD, 



Again, in the sight of the Christian world, hare the skill and power of two 
great nations, exhansted themselres in mutual murder. AgL hare the 

ormUiUrrw committed to the fatal mediation 

of m.htary weapons. In thm day of progress, in this century of light the 

In wilUM ^ battle-field. Thus men have done, thus 

gioleirirr' ““ 

Despite the assumptions of physical force the mother has a grave and com 
mandmg word to say to the sons who owe their life to her suffering Thl 
word should now be spoken and answered to as never before. ^ 

Arise, then, Christian women throughout the land ! Arise, all women who 
ave hearts, whether baptized in water or in tears. Say firmly, “We will not 
have great questions decided by irrelevant agencies. Our husinds shall not 
come to us, reeking with carnage, for caresses and applause. Our sons shall 
ot be taken from us to unlearn all that we can teach them of charity mercy 
and patience We, women of one country, will be too tender tl thre of 
c othei country to allow our sons to be trained to injure theirs ” From th 
bosom of the devastated earth a voice goes up with ours I It says ■ “ Brarl 
isarm : Ihe sword of murder is not the scale of justice Blood does n t 

wipe out dishonor, nor violence vindicate possessioi” s meni ofl 
orsaken the field and the anvil at the summons of war, let women now lie 
hat may be left at home for a great and earnest day of council Let them 

sol Let them there 

olemnly take counsel with each other as to the means and measures whereby 

the great taman family may live in peace, man as the brother of In ell 
fTd"lrtheI""“I''‘"'^‘“^^‘^^ -per.cription, not of Cmsa;, Tut 

generaicoLress or' humanity, I earnestly ask that a 

g neral Congress of women without limitation of country, may be called and 

alliance of nations, the amicable arbitrament of difficulties, the great and 
enduring interests of peace. ^ 



Julia Ward Howe 



